soMajor 
developments 


by Alice Major 


I'm in a snit. 
I don’t like the idea of losing my 
a Fridays off. 

For two cents (plus bus fare), I'd 
pack up my word processor and head 
back to work for the Williams Lake 
| Tribune. 

What I really liked about the 
compressed work week was that, for 
one blissful morning every second 
Friday, Jeff was the one who had to 
get up first. But never again (after 
October 31) will I be able to lie there 
with my eyes ostentatiously closed 
and gloat. 

Well, to heck with it all. If they 
don’t appreciate me here, I’m going 
back to the newspaper. 

In retrospect, I quite enjoyed 
working for the Tribune. I can’t 
remember why I ever left. 

Tuesdays weren’t so hot, mind 
you. The Williams Lake Tribune 
(circulation 6000) was a twice weekly 
paper and Tuesday came right after 
Monday, when we put the first issue 
of the week to bed. (Putting a news- 
paper to bed is worse then getting a 
hyperactive five-year-old to sleep on 
Christmas Eve.) 

Anyway, I'd start work on Tues- 
day mornings at nine. By nine-thirty, 

the typesetter had caught up with all 
the stories written to date and was 
hungry for more. Then the editor 
would come steaming up the stairs 
yelling, “there’s no copy on the 
® hook.” 
We'd look at each other in terror 
# and pound away at our typewriters, 
trying to stay two paragraphs ahead 
of the fastest typesetter west of the 
t Rockies. 

ay You were taking your life in your 
wee hands if you even stopped writing 
A long enough to interview the subject 
goof the next story. Always, always, like 
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hung up on that hook herself. 

Fortunately, the typesetter took a 
lunch break at noon, so we had a few 
moments to gulp sandwiches at our 
desks and get a few pages ahead of 
her. 

Tuesday nights were city council 
nights. I’d leave work at five and be at 
city hall at seven. I could expect to be 
home by midnight unless there were 
more than three delegations. 

Wednesdays we put the second 
issue of the week to bed. That meant 
being in at seven a.m. — six a.m. if 
there had been more than three dele- 
gations — to write up all the council 
stories by noon. After that, we just 
wrote headlines and captions for the 
rest of the day. 

Thursday, they let me come in at 
10 a.m. to make up for recreation 
commission meeting the night before. 
Thursday was when I wrote feature 
stories and actually interviewed the 
odd person. Friday, we had to get 
copy ready for Monday’s bedding 
down. 

Saturdays were okay, provided 
the chamber of commerce wasn’t 
holding a luncheon, or the mayor 
wasn’t planting tulips outside town 


hall, or the sports editor hadn’t asked 
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for help in covering the baseball 
tournament and the Sugar Cane 
rodeo simultaneously. 

Sundays, I wrote my weekly 
column. 

All this for the privilege of earning 
almost enough to cover my rent and 
my long-distance phone bill. No over- 
time, although I did get my name in 
bold-faced type twice a week. 

Ah, yes, the. ..er.. . good old 
days. Now that I think about it, maybe 
I should just stay here. Ron Chapman 
may have his quirks, but at least he 
doesn’t come out of his office howling 
“there’s no copy on the hook.” 

After all, my pay cheque does 
cover the long-distance bill. And | 
don’t suppose they’d let me take my 
nice new word processor with me 
anyway — I'd have to go back to that 
cantankerous old manual typewriter 
with the jammed margins. . . 

Maybe I'd better think it over. I 
hope it’s not too late to change my 
mind. 

Please, Mr. King, take me back. | 
didn’t mean it. . . it was all a mistake 

. lwas misquoted . . . | didn’t really 
resign . . . just a few rash words .. . 


plee-ee-eze... ® 


Yukon Electrical’s newest — and most northerly — generating station 
was officially opened in Old Crow on July 14, although foggy weather 
prevented a planeload of APL brass from attending. The new building 
replaces an older and smaller one, and the addition of a new 220-kW 
generating unit brings the plant’s capacity to 725 kW. Yukon Electrical 
staff kept up our engineering standards by completing the project on 
time and on budget, even though the community of Old Crow is sue 
well north of the Arctic Circle. Photo by Dave Hill. 
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Transmission line routes: 


Cutting short the long 
and winding road 


While the approval process for 
transmission line routes has become a 
long and winding road over the years, 
APL’s transmission applications sec- 
tion is charting its way with increasing 
success through the twists and turns. 

At least, this seemed to be the 
case during Alberta Power’s most 
recent appearance before the Energy 
Resources Conservation Board 
(ERCB) with an application to build a 
144-kV transmission line between the 
Friedenstal substation at Fairview and 
Clairmont Lake north of Grande 
Prairie. 


‘Exhaustive’ efforts 


Transmission applications super- 
intendent Mike Allen feels good about 
the ERCB’s public hearing into the 
line route, held in Grande Prairie on 
July 6, although the board’s decision 
has not yet been handed down. 


“The tone of the meeting was cer- 


tainly pleasant,” he says. 

Mapping the way to a successful 
transmission line hearing involves “an 
exhaustive effort” to keep all affected 
landowners informed about the 
route, and in turn keep road-blocks to 
a minimum. 

Not that APL’s application went 
entirely uncontested during the 
hearing. The transmission applica- 
tions sections was unable to iron out 
one tangle involving a landowner 
near the existing 72-kV substation at 
Rycroft. The substation will have to be 
enlarged to accommodate the new 
line, and the owner of the 0.6 ha of 
land needed was concerned about 
the effect of the expansion. 

This issue is the only unsettled 
point in negotiations with approxi- 
mately 200 landowners along the 
110-km route and will be settled by 
the ERCB. APL’s intensive effort 
earned the company a commenda- 
tion from the Board chairman at the 
end of the hearing. 

“We discuss everyone’s concerns 
weil in advance,” says Mike. “In a 
number of cases landowners re- 
quested slight changes in the route 
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The transmission applications section is doing its best to smooth out 


the rocky road to transmission line route approvals by keeping the 
public well-informed throughout the application process. Above, right- 
of-way planner John Robinson answers questions for area residents 
during an open house on the Friedenstal-to-Clairmont transmission line. 





Transmission manager Malcolm 
Whittal answers questions at an 
Energy Resources Conservation 
Board hearing. 


that we were able to accommodate — 
it wasn’t a case of pushing things 
down anyone’s throat. 

As part of the route application 
process, APL sends an information 
package to all landowners living 
within 0.8 km of a proposed route. 
This is followed by a series of open 
houses in the areas affected, where 
the public can come to get additional 
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information and ask questions of APL 
staff on a one-to-one basis. 

At the same time, the application 
is submitted to government agencies 
for their input. Alberta Environment 
acts as a “one-window agency” by 
referring the application to other 
government departments which may 


be interested in it and co-ordinating 


their responses. 

The upsurge of public involve- 
ment and consumer activism in all 
aspects of life has had a profound 
impact on the process of approving 
transmission lines. 

So, with his section handling five 
transmission route applications so far 
this year, Mike is pleased the ERCB 
hearing went with relative smooth- 
ness. While future route applications 
may be more controversial, the 
procedures for informing landowners 
and encouraging their input at an 
earlier stage in route planning should 
keep the road as clear as possible. 


“We're hoping this reflects an 


improved process we as a company 
are following,” Mike says. ® 
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